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Happy New Year 2025!  We hope that you 
and your families have a safe, healthy and 
happy year.  Please join us on Wed. Jan 15 at 
10 am at CTA for a presentation by Sabrina 
Gates, Director of CTech Ed at CTA. They 
provide courses for certification and National 
Board, and offer webinars, podcasts and 
literature discussions at cteched.org. 

Barb Toepke, President 
btoepke504@gmail.com 
813-439-7481  

Many thanks to Marilyn Dupree for 
arranging our Holiday Luncheon at  
the Columbia Restaurant.    We had  
a festive room and enjoyed delicious 
choices from an historic menu. 

Jan 27:  Recruit retirees! 
Feb 12:  Science fair judging. 
Feb 19:  ABC&D of Medicare with 
               Angela Birdsong. 
Mar:  Field trip TBA. 

The State Legislative Delegation 
for Hillsborough County will meet  
on January 10 from 10:00 to 2:00 at  
the T Pepin Hospitality Center at  
 4121 N 50th St, Tampa, 33610. 
Sen. Jay Collins will chair this meeting 
to hear bills suggested by local officials 
and agencies, and to hear concerns in 
public comments. HEAR members may 
want to attend to support school officials, 
or even sign up to speak. 

          
         HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 
1 Nancy T 	 	 15 Thomas M	  
3 Connie S	 	 22 Sam R 
4 Catherine P	 	 22 Michael T	  
8 Evangeline B	 24 Barbara M 
8 Mildred D	 	 25 Beverly J 
8 Elizabeth L	 	 25 Belinda S 
9 Stephen T	 	 25 Charles T 
14 Susan K	 	 26 Emma D 
15 Barbara B	 	 26 Candy G 
15 Joanne M	 	 26 Regina G 
15 Carolyn P	 	 26 Diane O 
15 Willis K	 	 31 Fred B 

Martin Luther King, Jr Day is Monday, 
Jan 20. Join a Day of Service food 
distribution in Riverview from 8:00 to 
10:30 am.  Contact Juanita Jefferson Cook 
at eddco8@aol.com for details. 

Join the City of Tampa employees’ union 
ATU as they walk in Tampa’s MLK Jr 
parade starting at noon at Cuscaden Park, 
15th Street and 21st Ave.    Contact Barb 
for details. 

Norma Goff, Recording Secretary. 
Please remember to report your volunteer 
hours as often as possible.  We are so busy 
that we can forget how much time we are 
dedicating to our various volunteer 
activities.  We work so many volunteer 
hours that are not being reported! Please 
send me your hours often so I can report 
our hours to FEA Retired more 
accurately. Call 813-431-0314 or email 
me at ngoff48@gmail.com. Thanks for 
all you do. 

http://cteched.org
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mailto:eddco8@aol.com
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HCPS’ Science Team is looking for judges 
for the Elementary Regional STEM Fair. 
 Students in grades K-5 will be presenting 
scientific studies, experiments, inventions 
and solutions to showcase their work in 
science.  The team is asking community 
partners, business leaders, and school 
district staff to join them in conversations 
with student presenters in grades 3-5 at 
the Convention Center on February 12. 
 Email Michele.Wiehagen@hcps.net or 
call her at 813-892-1555 to volunteer.  

Field Trips taken by HEAR in the past 
few years include a Tampa Bay Eco-Tour, 
the History Center, the Straz Center, the 
Showmen’s Museum, an African-
American bus tour and the USF Botanical 
Gardens.  Where would you like to go 
next?  Two suggestions are the River Taxi 
tour around downtown Tampa and a 
Tampa Bay Rays baseball game.  What 
ideas do you have? 

School Board Meetings for this month are 
Jan 14 and Jan 28 from 4-6 pm. Watch 
them at Frontier 32 or Spectrum 635.   
Go to hillsboroughschools.org for  
more information.   

Vote by Mail requests expired for 
everyone Dec 31.  Be sure to sign up 
again this year! 

Stephen Tabin, Vice President 
It’s a brand new year, but remember and keep 
alive your memories you made in 2024. 

We need volunteers to help increase our 
membership. Join us at  the HCPS 
Retirement Seminar on Monday, January 
27 at the ISC Building, 2920 N. 40th 
Street, Tampa. We will hand out HEA-R 
literature at the entrance from 3:30-5:00 
as attendees arrive for their seminar. Can 
you help us? Email your YES to me at 
stevewea@aol.com.  

The GPO and WEP where some of our 
members paid into Social Security but 
were unable to reap the benefits now that 
they are retired, was finally repealed. The 
Senate passed the “Social Security 
Fairness Act” in an historic 76 to 20 
bipartisan vote and President Biden signed 
the legislation into law. Together, NEA/
AFT contacted Congress over 34,000 
times with messages, calls, and in-person 
visits to right this wrong. Now millions of 
educators, first responders, and other 
public service workers will get their full 
Social Security benefits they and their 
spouses earned. 
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