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July greetings to all! I hope you have a
cool and peaceful summer, full of visits to
grandchildren, family and friends. We will
take the summer off and get back together
on August 20.

The Board will meet again in July to plan
this year’s schedule of speakers, picnics,
and field trips. Thanks for brainstorming
ideas at our May meeting! Call Barb with
any more suggestions.

Barb Toepke, President
btoepkeS04@gmail.com
813-439-7481

July 21: HEAR Board meeting.
July 23: CTA Market volunteers.
Aug 8, 9: New Teacher Market.
Aug 20: First meeting at CTA.
Aug 14: Social Security turns 90!

July 30: Medicare/Medicaid turns 60!
Kathy Castor’s Cupcake Party will be
held at 10 am at the Town & Country
Senior Center, 7606 Paula Dr, Tampa
33615. Join us to celebrate milestone
birthdays for Social Security, Medicare
and Medicaid and to celebrate Rep.
Castor’s voting record on senior issues.
Come and hear how we can take action to
preserve these life-saving programs. See
the voting records for all senators and
representatives at retiredamericans.org.
Go to www.kff.org for ten myths about
Medicaid and work requirements.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

1 Jacqueline M 16 Arlessa K
7 Nancy L 17 Marilyn D
8 Jessie F 21 Joyce Y
9 Mary W 22 Yvonne L
10 Susan M 22 John S
10 Barb T 23 Donna C
11 Jill McD 25 Harrietta W
14 Carroll M 29 Edith P

30 Medicare/Medicaid!

July 23: CTA’s New Teacher Market
needs volunteers from 9:30-1 pm. We
will sort and pack the materials donated
by this year’s retiring teachers. Aug 8th
we’ll unpack and lay everything out for
the sale on August 9. Bring anything you
may still have in your garage/closets.

Vote-by-Mail at the city council election
on September 9 if you live in District 5.
Go to votehillsborough.gov to renew your
VbM if you haven’t done that since
December. VbMs expire after each
general election, per Florida law.

Friends on Medicaid still need our help!
Do you know someone who depends on
Medicaid to help pay their nursing home
rent? Do you know any young families
without insurance who rely on Medicaid
to protect their children? Do you know
anyone who is disabled or widowed who
used SSI to help raise their kids? Share
those stories with people in Congress.
Capitol Switchboard 202-224-3121.


mailto:btoepke504@gmail.com
http://retiredamericans.org
http://www.kff.org
http://votehillsborough.gov
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Annual Membership Renewals are here
for 2025-26. Dues are the same as last
year, no increase. See the form attached
to this email. Lifetime Members do not
fill out any forms but please send us your
address or phone # if it has changed.

ARA, the Alliance of Retired Americans,
released a new fact sheet detailing how
The One Big Beautiful Bill Act (H.R. 1)
will slash $490 billion from Medicare and
$715 billion from Medicaid over the next
decade. It will also gut food assistance for
seniors and remove minimum staffing
requirements for nursing homes.

“This bill takes food assistance and health
care away from millions of vulnerable
Americans, all so Republicans can give
the wealthiest Americans more tax cuts,”
said Robert Roach, Jr., President of the
Alliance.

ReportFraud.fic.gov and do not pay if
you receive a text from the DMV or any

“government agency” asking for payment.

Google “text scams” or local news sites to

learn more. IdentityTheft.gov also helps,
says the Federal Trade Commission.

July 2025

Stephen Tabin, Vice President
stevewea@aol.com

The NEA-R Annual Retired Meeting was
held in Portland, Oregon, June 29-30.
Hundreds of retired educators met to discuss
motions and concerns from members
throughout the country. They listened to
speeches, amended the retired national
bylaws, voted on items on the national level,
and elected representatives to the NEA-R
Executive Committee, as well as a new NEA-
Retired Vice President.

Your Vice President Stephen Tabin attended
as an elected Retired New Jersey Delegate.

Stephen also attended the NEA Convention/
Rep Assembly in Portland which included
daily State Caucus meetings starting at 7 am.
That was followed by action on the
Convention floor of over 7,000 elected
delegates, ending on Sunday, July 6. These
were full day affairs, starting around 10 am
every day after the State Caucus and finishing
around 6:30 pm. (Editor s note: We hear
that New Jersey members are in their seats
all day, every day, one of the most attentive
delegations at the convention.)


https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.X6XUC7u8ppFLNtMO_55SZn4evR89HlqcqrpvbetpMphuoREvf4LE_5zV4RhjUgNya6-qNyhFwQ5kHCPyYacBfkcEG-hrle-AsFYYnO9sozTVREGFX316J8IugmmzrYn8ACHkaYNVtv_qy6-TGvAFkCxNs35YuHNl0G6lZ8CiQDHvfYVcuGexZK8eniti_k4Rvgrnw1Wy4-JnlWuELSlqWRAyhkqtsSHanR7Qmidtjy29zTejHBjbYzx91OyuB3uigC_aDvVIlr4GzxIZAIBg3vf8rWoRkeWQuE3Q44MnIFY_Al4iGTbnhDg0p436Iho-rujE0V4E5UlaYRIdzCI7zCuMOwUP6FHyFS5hW3i4oSmctgg1sT-JHhA8ntAiZZ7IyOVSFY7oKy6HD4oGJ6jvLg/4gx/-cVGWw_HQDGDMm_ujlBT5g/h6/h001.BGPBP7WwU2BJre85GqQ_WFPb5M1kZdcbmlgyK-Y3MY0
http://ReportFraud.ftc.gov
http://IdentityTheft.gov
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News from the NEA:

Republicans fulfilled President Trump’s
wish to have the budget reconciliation bill,
H.R. 1, on his desk by July 4.

The final version, crafted by the Senate,
shreds the social safety net while adding
at least $3.3 trillion to the national debt—
far more than the $2.4 trillion the House
version of the bill would have added.

“This isn’t just a policy failure—it is a
moral disgrace,” said NEA President
Becky Pringle. "They’re not just slashing
budgets—they’re taking food away from
hungry children by cutting SNAP. They’re
stripping health care from millions by
dismantling Medicaid.”

Medicaid and CHIP, the Children’s Health
Insurance Program, provide health care
coverage for nearly 80 million Americans,
including 38 million children and 1 in 10
ESPs. Slashing support by $715 billion
could mean fewer health services for fewer
people, rural hospital closures, higher taxes,
and reduced support for students with
disabilities, 15% of all students.

Medicaid reimbursements help pay for
school-based services such as health care
and the services of nurses, psychologists,
and audiologists. It is the 4th largest source
of support for K-12 public schools.
Hillsborough public schools have 40%
of their children on Medicaid/CHIP.
Find out more about the impact in your
school district, congressional district,

or state.
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News from CRFB.org, the Committee for a
Responsible Federal Budget:

This bill will be the most expensive
reconciliation bill in history, adding $4.1
trillion to the national debt through 2034. If
its temporary provisions are extended
permanently, that total would rise to $5.5
trillion. Under the bill as written, the national
debt would rise from 100 percent of the
economy today to 127 percent by 2034.

A summary table of the bill can be found
here, and relevant charts and graphs
summarizing the bill can be found here.

(Read about categories and individual items
in the comprehensive list of program cuts and
tax breaks. Go to crfb.org to check out the
bipartisan board of directors.)

Learn more about Social Security,
Medicare and Medicaid at
retiredamericans.org (ARA),
socialsecurityworks.org and the
ncpssm.org, * the group that brought
former Social Security Commissioner
and Maryland Governor Martin O’Malley
to Tampa. Go to AARP for the ten most
common myths about SS. (* The National
Committee to Protect Social Security and
Medicare.)



https://click.ngpvan.com/k/110978280/555826753/-844166343?utm_source=edactionincongress&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2025076_newsletter&ms=email_edactionincongress_2025076_newsletter&nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9BVi9BVk5NVy8xLzk4MTEiLA0KICAiRGlzdHJpYnV0aW9uVW5pcXVlSWQiOiAiOTRkY2IyNGItNmQ1YS1mMDExLThmN2MtNjA0NWJkZmU4ZTljIiwNCiAgIkVtYWlsQWRkcmVzcyI6ICJidG9lcGtlNTA0QGdtYWlsLmNvbSINCn0%3D&hmac=TCt3He4pS2oevQ7Nm8F7dDvBh7UVY9ugJfUKykwkLNA=&emci=6e0bdf14-6158-f011-8f7c-6045bdfe8e9c&emdi=94dcb24b-6d5a-f011-8f7c-6045bdfe8e9c&ceid=10753957
https://click.ngpvan.com/k/110978284/555826763/1849859108?utm_source=edactionincongress&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2025076_newsletter&ms=email_edactionincongress_2025076_newsletter&nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9BVi9BVk5NVy8xLzk4MTEiLA0KICAiRGlzdHJpYnV0aW9uVW5pcXVlSWQiOiAiOTRkY2IyNGItNmQ1YS1mMDExLThmN2MtNjA0NWJkZmU4ZTljIiwNCiAgIkVtYWlsQWRkcmVzcyI6ICJidG9lcGtlNTA0QGdtYWlsLmNvbSINCn0%3D&hmac=TCt3He4pS2oevQ7Nm8F7dDvBh7UVY9ugJfUKykwkLNA=&emci=6e0bdf14-6158-f011-8f7c-6045bdfe8e9c&emdi=94dcb24b-6d5a-f011-8f7c-6045bdfe8e9c&ceid=10753957
https://click.ngpvan.com/k/110978284/555826763/1849859108?utm_source=edactionincongress&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2025076_newsletter&ms=email_edactionincongress_2025076_newsletter&nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9BVi9BVk5NVy8xLzk4MTEiLA0KICAiRGlzdHJpYnV0aW9uVW5pcXVlSWQiOiAiOTRkY2IyNGItNmQ1YS1mMDExLThmN2MtNjA0NWJkZmU4ZTljIiwNCiAgIkVtYWlsQWRkcmVzcyI6ICJidG9lcGtlNTA0QGdtYWlsLmNvbSINCn0%3D&hmac=TCt3He4pS2oevQ7Nm8F7dDvBh7UVY9ugJfUKykwkLNA=&emci=6e0bdf14-6158-f011-8f7c-6045bdfe8e9c&emdi=94dcb24b-6d5a-f011-8f7c-6045bdfe8e9c&ceid=10753957
https://ccf.georgetown.edu/2025/03/17/medicaid-chip-coverage-by-school-districts-2019-2023/
https://ccf.georgetown.edu/2024/12/04/medicaid-chip-coverage-by-congressional-district-2023/
https://www.kff.org/interactive/medicaid-state-fact-sheets/
https://j6bjn7bbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001q39msYeJo0cmBERjIK74TxnZqrb7oL2qOp1KFDuu6yiEJO6h3ItNl_q3zIXEndLPWojXB6Yq46yCGt0TQt1B-wLRbzARYx3dZsK05oDq9EtFZV3mUC9-hQ-9anTASUmobccdFdkdjiQINhE1IPi0qhd5XVMCZPxGE52wOMZ3zneMnlAa5HFENCCS7x6SqEdOa_RhwtDBsa8=&c=KRzdsQzJ9_N4BZJAqj0StkxiuB0NpEG2McBDssu0Ty365QWbLuYOLg==&ch=fHdqqeZ4lJrY13-QuZ4JJ71zpUfdAdv8LwRkxmiqM4AEoSVC9bEVmg==
https://j6bjn7bbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001q39msYeJo0cmBERjIK74TxnZqrb7oL2qOp1KFDuu6yiEJO6h3ItNl6JM3QA8C4X_UXG9sywiwmtrmANMSskODD_QIIU7126ead3dBS0oHL4U154Tgo3qMsh6bges5q5zDoFSekbfZB9ytVh7qHQhZ9RuOWnMkgC9qKviGXqb6XIVPxKkYM8C9Q==&c=KRzdsQzJ9_N4BZJAqj0StkxiuB0NpEG2McBDssu0Ty365QWbLuYOLg==&ch=fHdqqeZ4lJrY13-QuZ4JJ71zpUfdAdv8LwRkxmiqM4AEoSVC9bEVmg==
http://crib.org
http://retiredamericans.org/
http://socialsecurityworks.org/
http://ncpssm.org/

