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June greetings to all!  I hope you have a 
cool and peaceful summer, full of visits to 
family and friends. We will take the 
summer off and get back together on 
August 20.   

The HEAR Board will meet on June 24 to 
plan the schedule of programs and all 
members are invited.  Call Barb to share 
your field trip and speaker suggestions.    

Barb Toepke, President 
btoepke504@gmail.com 
813-439-7481  

June 14:  No Kings Day of Action! 
June 24:  HEAR Board meeting. 
Aug 8,9:  New Teacher Market. 
Aug 14:  Social Security turns 90! 

No Kings National Day of Action is 
happening in Tampa Bay and beyond. Join 
Barb in downtown Tampa or call Stephen   
at 813-419-4706 in Sun City Center. Make  
a sign and join the crowd to say Hands 
Off my Social Security, Medicare, federal 
jobs, and education funds. Google 
Mobilize or “No Kings Day” for event 
locations in Pinellas County, around 
Florida and the US. 

Annual Membership Renewals are here 
for 2025-26. Dues are the same as last 
year, no increase.  See the form attached 
to this email.   Lifetime Members do not 
fill out any forms but please send us your 
address or phone # if it has changed. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 

2 Sylvia Camp 
2 Edgar Watkins 
4 Sharon Dyal 
5 Sue Huttig 
6 Tom Fillion 
9 Ibi Simon 

11 Lisa Gwinn 
11 Jennelle Hopf 
14 Susan Ferrell 

19 Jacqueline Amato 
23 Vilma Tamargo 

24 Pat Hall 
27 Armiee Gipson 

CTA’s Potluck Luncheon was full of 
delicious dishes and caring conversations. 
It was a wonderful way to thank the staff 
for helping us and for all the work they do 
for HSPS employees.  Everyone benefits 
when CTA bargains salaries, benefits, and 
working conditions, which they will do as 
soon as Tallahassee decides the budget. 

Please call everyone in the Hillsborough 
Legislative Delegation one more time to 
ask for more funds for Public Education! 
Florida’s teachers average salary is #50 
and the per pupil funds barely increased. 
Email our legislators with any stories 
about students you know in IB, AP, Dual 
Enrollment, or CTE, where funding and 
student participation will be cut in half.  

Volunteer Hours: last chance to turn them 
in.  Norma will add up our school-year 
total by May 31 to send to FEA-R.  
Contact her at ngoff48@gmail.com. 

mailto:btoepke504@gmail.com
mailto:ngoff48@gmail.com
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Friends on Medicaid need our help!   
Do you know someone who depends on 
Medicaid to help pay their nursing home 
rent? Do you know any young families 
without insurance who rely on Medicaid 
to protect their children?  Do you know 
anyone who is disabled or widowed who 
uses SSI to help raise their kids? Call our 
Florida Senators and share those stories.  

Tax Breaks vs. Medicaid Cuts?  US Reps 
Bilirakis, Buchanan, Lee and Luna need 
to hear those stories also, as the House 
may vote again on the bill that provides 
$4 trillion in tax breaks yet cuts $715 
billion in Medicaid.  Call to thank  
Rep Kathy Castor for her votes. 
Capitol Switchboard 202-224-3121. 

July 30:  Medicare, Medicaid turn 60! 
Aug 14:  Social Security turns 90! 

Learn more about Social Security, 
Medicare and Medicaid at 
 retiredamericans.org (ARA) and 
socialsecurityworks.org. Look up AARP 
for the ten most common myths about SS.  
There will be a quiz in August!    

ReportFraud.ftc.gov and do not pay if 
you receive a text from the DMV or any 
“government agency” asking for payment. 
Google “text scams” or local news sites to 
learn more. IdentityTheft.gov also helps, 
says the Federal Trade Commission. 

Stephen Tabin, Vice President 
Elections were held on at our last 
business meeting on May 21. 
These members were elected as 
voting delegates to attend the FEA- 
Retired meeting in Orlando on 
Thursday, October 9, 2025: 
Suzy Buchanan, Norma Goff, 
George Greenlee, and Stephen Tabin, 
with Deb Toth as an alternate. 
HEA-R will also be represented 
by President Barb Toepke and 
FEA District Director Dale Sena. 

We voted to suspend a quorum 
since the names must be sent to 
FEA-R this summer. We did not 
suspend a quorum for HEA-R board 
elections. The following officers will 
remain in their positions until elections 
are held at our meeting on August 20 
with a quorum of 20 members: 
Stephen Tabin, Vice President 
Norma Goff, Recording Secretary 
Deb Toth, Treasurer 
Marilyn Dupree, District 2 
Florencine Plonta, appointed as 
Corresponding Secretary. 
There is an open position for Program 
Chair. Contact George Greenlee at 
813-232-7664 for details. 

All Vote-by-Mails expired on Dec 31.  
Everyone has to renew it! Go to  
votehillsborough.gov. 

http://retiredamericans.org/
http://socialsecurityworks.org/
http://ReportFraud.ftc.gov
http://IdentityTheft.gov
http://votehillsborough.gov


Hillsborough Educators Association - Retired 
Vol. 19  Issue 12           June 2025

NEA and AFT ask us to please 
 write and call our senators to say vote 
NO on the reconciliation bill. 

Medicaid and CHIP, the Children’s 
Health Insurance Program, provide 
health care coverage for nearly 80 
million Americans, including 38 million 
children and 1 in 10 ESPs. Slashing 
support by $715 billion could mean 
fewer health services for fewer people, 
rural hospital closures, higher taxes,  
and reduced support for students with 
disabilities, 15% of all students. 

Medicaid reimbursements help pay for 
school-based services such as health care 
and the services of nurses, psychologists, 
and audiologists.  It is the 4th largest 
source of support for K-12 public 
schools. 

Find out more about the impact 
in your school district, 
congressional district, or state. 


House Republicans put in $20 billion for 
tax-credit vouchers, the first time ever in a 
bill from Congress. 

Dear [


ARA, the Alliance of Retired Americans, 
released a new fact sheet detailing how 
The One Big Beautiful Bill Act (H.R. 1) 
will slash $490 billion from Medicare and 
$715 billion from Medicaid over the next 
decade. It will also gut food assistance for 
seniors and remove minimum staffing 
requirements for nursing homes.  

“This bill takes food assistance and health 
care away from millions of vulnerable 
Americans, all so Republicans can give 
the wealthiest Americans more tax cuts,” 
said Robert Roach, Jr., President of the 
Alliance. “It’s incredibly cruel, and we 
must let the Senate know that this 
legislation cannot become law.” 
 
ACTION NEEDED: Click here to 
send a message to your senators 
demanding they vote against 
draconian cuts.
Sincerely,

ARA, the Alliance for Retired AN


https://ccf.georgetown.edu/2025/03/17/medicaid-chip-coverage-by-school-districts-2019-2023/
https://ccf.georgetown.edu/2024/12/04/medicaid-chip-coverage-by-congressional-district-2023/
https://www.kff.org/interactive/medicaid-state-fact-sheets/
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.X6XUC7u8ppFLNtMO_55SZn4evR89HlqcqrpvbetpMphuoREvf4LE_5zV4RhjUgNya6-qNyhFwQ5kHCPyYacBfkcEG-hrle-AsFYYnO9sozTVREGFX316J8IugmmzrYn8ACHkaYNVtv_qy6-TGvAFkCxNs35YuHNl0G6lZ8CiQDHvfYVcuGexZK8eniti_k4Rvgrnw1Wy4-JnlWuELSlqWRAyhkqtsSHanR7Qmidtjy29zTejHBjbYzx91OyuB3uigC_aDvVIlr4GzxIZAIBg3vf8rWoRkeWQuE3Q44MnIFY_Al4iGTbnhDg0p436Iho-rujE0V4E5UlaYRIdzCI7zCuMOwUP6FHyFS5hW3i4oSmctgg1sT-JHhA8ntAiZZ7IyOVSFY7oKy6HD4oGJ6jvLg/4gx/-cVGWw_HQDGDMm_ujlBT5g/h6/h001.BGPBP7WwU2BJre85GqQ_WFPb5M1kZdcbmlgyK-Y3MY0
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.qUXRBnqZ7T8nxbpAcIVwoUsWLkUMWlo_0JmZttSlm39NmOvaZcBPP9JnPfijpf5tlOp2RGr948T0pVSNybn-DkHGMdTnzhWgdnylE5DWUOY1OjFx4e-i-UEQhw3rvvy2NUvG8j0IGkID7qA3H1iuxfAZuKvN-4Q4BNdJ4grQ3ywRR3etF8M75_8-dGbIahhgzXUK1p6z0oCIsjFwCJCh8y9gFT8c_XYyYHlKr9GFsdjSh55OCJfQw7MKfqbGjMNPxOL7BigU72WFuvZmjfwnWYAX0Y2Je_-np4OUEypcCK7FSedBnUDYlqjmQ7-9T0Ux/4gx/-cVGWw_HQDGDMm_ujlBT5g/h9/h001.VIMsWQ2Eg4TRdn4BpUsJyuNQytpSyBnNMa3L2__Dwtg
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.qUXRBnqZ7T8nxbpAcIVwoUsWLkUMWlo_0JmZttSlm39NmOvaZcBPP9JnPfijpf5tlOp2RGr948T0pVSNybn-DkHGMdTnzhWgdnylE5DWUOY1OjFx4e-i-UEQhw3rvvy2NUvG8j0IGkID7qA3H1iuxfAZuKvN-4Q4BNdJ4grQ3ywRR3etF8M75_8-dGbIahhgzXUK1p6z0oCIsjFwCJCh8y9gFT8c_XYyYHlKr9GFsdjSh55OCJfQw7MKfqbGjMNPxOL7BigU72WFuvZmjfwnWYAX0Y2Je_-np4OUEypcCK7FSedBnUDYlqjmQ7-9T0Ux/4gx/-cVGWw_HQDGDMm_ujlBT5g/h9/h001.VIMsWQ2Eg4TRdn4BpUsJyuNQytpSyBnNMa3L2__Dwtg
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.qUXRBnqZ7T8nxbpAcIVwoUsWLkUMWlo_0JmZttSlm39NmOvaZcBPP9JnPfijpf5tlOp2RGr948T0pVSNybn-DkHGMdTnzhWgdnylE5DWUOY1OjFx4e-i-UEQhw3rvvy2NUvG8j0IGkID7qA3H1iuxfAZuKvN-4Q4BNdJ4grQ3ywRR3etF8M75_8-dGbIahhgzXUK1p6z0oCIsjFwCJCh8y9gFT8c_XYyYHlKr9GFsdjSh55OCJfQw7MKfqbGjMNPxOL7BigU72WFuvZmjfwnWYAX0Y2Je_-np4OUEypcCK7FSedBnUDYlqjmQ7-9T0Ux/4gx/-cVGWw_HQDGDMm_ujlBT5g/h9/h001.VIMsWQ2Eg4TRdn4BpUsJyuNQytpSyBnNMa3L2__Dwtg
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.qUXRBnqZ7T8nxbpAcIVwoUsWLkUMWlo_0JmZttSlm39NmOvaZcBPP9JnPfijpf5tlOp2RGr948T0pVSNybn-DkHGMdTnzhWgdnylE5DWUOY1OjFx4e-i-UEQhw3rvvy2NUvG8j0IGkID7qA3H1iuxfAZuKvN-4Q4BNdJ4grQ3ywRR3etF8M75_8-dGbIahhgzXUK1p6z0oCIsjFwCJCh8y9gFT8c_XYyYHlKr9GFsdjSh55OCJfQw7MKfqbGjMNPxOL7BigU72WFuvZmjfwnWYAX0Y2Je_-np4OUEypcCK7FSedBnUDYlqjmQ7-9T0Ux/4gx/-cVGWw_HQDGDMm_ujlBT5g/h9/h001.VIMsWQ2Eg4TRdn4BpUsJyuNQytpSyBnNMa3L2__Dwtg
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