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March greetings to all! Please join us
at The James Museum of Western &
Wildlife Art on Weds, March 19. The
museum opens at 10 am and our tour
begins at noon. Please contact Norma
at ngoff48(@gmail.com or call her

at 813-431-0314 to reserve a spot by
March 12. See attached flier for
more details.

Barb Toepke, President
btoepke504(@gmail.com
813-439-7481

Thanks again to Angela Birdsong who
spoke to us last month about Medicare
plans, asked about our experiences, and
patiently answered all of our questions.

Mar 19: James Museum field trip.
Apr 16: Scott Turner, APWU.
May 21: Elections, HCTA potluck.

Ballots for the FEA DA in October and
the NEA-RA in June/July will come
via email by March 10. Look for our
list of HEA-R members on the ballot
soon after that. Please vote!

Volunteer Hours can be sent to Norma
(see above). Count your hours helping
family, friends, and community and faith

organizations. We report them monthly to

FEA-Retired who announces the state
total at the FEA DA in October.

March 2025
HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

2 Daisy W 12 Babara Haggerty
4 Delores P 14 Barbara Henderson
6 Carol C 18 Gwendolyn L
6 Susan T 24 Linda H
9 Suzy B 29 Edward F
9 Faye C 30 Janet W

The School Board met Feb 25 and
discussed fingerprint locations and
timeliness before a first paycheck.
They learned that transportation costs
for homeless and relocated students
since the hurricanes more than doubled
to $2 million. Livestream meetings
at hillsboroughschools.org.

March 4: Workshop 10-12.

March 11: Meeting 4-6 pm.

Cable: Frontier 32, Spectrum 635.

The district has no definite word on
funding cuts at the federal DOE but
fears a 20% cut toTitle I low-income
schools. Funds for Title II teacher
recruitment and training, and ESE
personnel and programs may be cut.

Please call our US Senators and also

US Reps Bilirakis, Buchanan, Castor,
Lee and Luna, asking them to protect
these funds!

Capitol Switchboard 202-224-3121.
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Vote by Mail requests expired for
everyone Dec 31, 2024. Be sure to

sign up again now! Tell your friends

and family to sign up at their county’s
Supervisor of Elections office. Go to
votehillsborough.gov for Tampa.

VBMs last only two years due to a Florida
law passed in 2021.

Why does the state give more to vouchers
than to teacher salaries? Read FEA’s
press release on the budget proposed by
the governor. Want to know how you can
help teachers? Text edactivist to 22394.
To read the entire FEA Frontline article
with superintendents’ talks click here:
View this email in your browser.

Reqgister for Power Hour today!

FEA will provide updates on what’s
happening in the legislature every week
from March 4 to May 2, and will help us
take action on legislative priorities for
education and working people. FEA
President Andrew Spar speaks, the staft
presents a power point on one bill, and
they ask us to call leaders or our own
senator or representative. Join us on zoom
to advocate for better pay and working
conditions for all Floridians.

HCTA would like our help to recruit new
employees as members. Call Barb if you
can volunteer in the morning at the ISC.

March 2025

Stephen Tabin, Vice President
This information is for YOU: Would
you like to become more active in our
HEA-R Leadership? Here is your
opportunity! According to our
Constitution and Bylaws, HEA-R
Officers shall be elected in May for
two-year terms commencing on July 1.
In this odd-numbered year 2025, the
following positions shall be elected:
Vice President, Recording Secretary,
Treasurer, Program Chair and District
Director 2. You may nominate yourself.

Call Elections Chair George Greenlee
at (813) 232-7664 and leave a message
and phone number or email him at
GreenlLgm2001(@gmail.com for any
questions and additional information.
It is very important that you attend our
May 21 meeting at HCTA so that you
may vote.

The American Library Association has
articles on banned books, protecting
libraries, and combatting censorship.
PEN America stands at the intersection
of literature and human rights to protect
free expression in the United States and
worldwide. Go to ala.org and pen.org
for information on programs, policies,
and protecting publishing.
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