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Join us March 11 in Tarpon Springs
at the Leepa-Rattner Art Museum.
See all details in the attachment.

Barb Toepke, President
btoepke504@gmail.com
813-439-7481

Save the Dates!

Mar 24: Election, Brian Nathan.
Apr 15: Meeting TBA

May 20: Potluck for HCTA

Vote for HEA-R members! Please send
Norma Goff, Stephen Tabin, and Barb
Toepke to the state FEA-DA, even though
it is virtual this year. Please send Norma
and Barb to the NEA meetings in July!
Thank you for voting in March on the
electronic ballot you all will receive.

Brian Nathan for Florida Senate District
14 has been endorsed by the Central
Labor Council. Go to www.brianforfl.com
to read statements from HCTA’s Rob
Kriete and Polk EA’s Stephanie Yocum.
District 14 covers the county west of
Florida Ave. Ask Barb about phone
banking before the election March 24.

Membership is still open for this
school year 25-26. Email Deb Toth
at debtravels2017@icloud.com

or call her at 813-841-4841.

Go to Florida AFL-CIO’s facebook page
to view the March 2 press conference
about SB 1296. Barb was there!

March 2026

March Birthdays
2 Daisy W 12 Barb Haggerty
4 Delores P 14 Barb Henderson
6 Carol C 18 Gwendolyn L
6 Sue T 24 Linda H
9Suzy B 29 Edward F
9 Faye C 30 Janet W

Welcome new members!
Janice Owen Alicia Ponds

Go to https:/feaweb.org/action-center/
2026-legislative-session/ to see bills:

SB 1296 HB 995 No! Attacks collective
bargaining and membership voting rights.
(See page 3 for two main problems.)

HB 1071 No! Attacks health education,
textbooks, science, and diversity.

HB 1471 No! Lets a state official name
domestic terrorists with recourse to the
courts only after the fact.

See the attachment for Hillsborough
County legislative members. Call each
member separately for each bill,

every day, for this week and next!

The Senior Connection Center has many
services and suggestions for elder care.
Call 800-96-ELDER or visit their website
at seniorconnectioncenter.org. They
receive funding from the state to provide
an Elder Helpline, Medicare ChoiceElder
Abuse Prevention, Health and Wellness
classes, and Caregiver Support.
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5 Calls is a free app that lists brief
summaries of many current concerns.
It’s easy to make 5 calls every day.
Sen Ashley Moody 850-590-9100.
Sen Rick Scott 813-225-7040.
Capital Switchboard 202-224-3121.

Esther D. Burney Elementary is our new
school to support with donation$ at every
meeting. Burney is a Community School
near downtown Plant City. Google it to
read their newsletters, demographics, and
school improvement plan.

Membership and Program Chairs are
open to all volunteers.The Membership
chair sends letters to CTA retirees and
hands out information at school district
events. The Program chair contacts
speakers suggested by members and the
board, and helps plan field trips. Let Barb
know if you can help.

Volunteer Hours with faith groups,
family, friends, and community groups
can be sent monthly to Norma Goff at

ngoff48@gmail.com. or call her at
813-431-0314.

Read the latest news on Social Security
and Medicare/Medicaid at the ARA’s
website retiredamericans.org. Read
about SS history at ncpssm.org.

Go to Florida AFL-CIO’s facebook page
to view the March 2 press conference
about SB 1296. Barb was there!

March 2026

Stephen Tabin, Vice-President
stevewea@aol.com

This information is for YOU: Would
you like to become more active in our
HEA-R Leadership? Here is your
opportunity! According to our
Constitution & Bylaws, HEA-R
Officers shall be elected in May for
two-year terms commencing July 1.
In this even-numbered year 2026, the
following positions shall be elected:
President, Corresponding Secretary,
District Director One, and
Membership Chair.

Call Elections Chair Stephen Tabin

at (813) 955-6733 and leave a message
or email him for any questions

and additional information. Elections
will be held at our May 20 meeting.
Plan ahead!

Have you signed up again for Vote-by
Mail? Go to votehillshorough.gov
for Tampa.

Suzy Buchanan and Steve Tabin always
attend the FEA Power Hour zoom on
Tuesdays at 5:30. Register at http://
www.feaweb.org/powerhour! Learn
specific topics to make a call to your
legislators following FEA’s directions.
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Details about SB 1296:

A. One month only to bargain.
B. 50% of group has to vote,
more than in any public election.

A. Schools and unions collectively
bargain for salaries, benefits, and working
conditions throughout the year. They used
to finish by August but not so much
anymore. THIS BILL demands that
schools and unions begin to bargain by
July 15 at the latest, even if the legislature
hasn't legally finished the budget by July.
It also mandates an end to bargaining on
July 31, so schools could say to unions
"take it or leave it, it's July 31." So much
for the right to collectively bargain that
was enshrined in the constitution in 1968
after teachers ended the statewide strike.

B. FEA has climbed most legislative
hurdles, getting past 50%, then 60%
dues-paying members, but if not they
could have an election when at least 30%
of all the teachers, or all the aides, etc,
signed a card saying "I want to have a
union.” Unions mailed all the cards or
took them in to be counted. They won the
election with a majority of those voting.

C. Other harmful actions over the years:
more public school funds to charters,
more construction/repair funds to charters,
more vouchers for low income, and
finally a $9,000 voucher for every child,
homeschooled or private school,

with no income limit.

March 2026

D. THIS BILL now says that when
teachers fail to get 60% of members to
sign up, so they have the card election,
50% of the whole group has to vote

and mail it in themselves. Tampa has
14,000 teachers so 7,000 would have to
send in a card, with unions having no idea
who did. So the teachers (and all public
unions except for police and fire) have to
do what NO LEGISLATOR has done, to
get 50% of all eligible voters in their
district to vote.

E. There was a small compromise on
Monday since unions had a big press
conference, had 100+ in the committee
room, and 70 testified. Now unions only
have to get 25% of all members to vote,
but still have individual mail-ins.

Many union members who testified talked
about first responders. They included bus
drivers if a child has any health
emergency; custodians who by cleaning
keep diseases at bay; linemen who restore
power after storms (who have a higher
fatality rate than police/fire); nurses and
residents in a hospital health emergency,
and sanitation workers who clear the
roads for police/fire after a storm.

Please call all of our county’s state
senators and reps, and tell them to
vote NO on Senate Bill 1296 and
House Bill 995. Call every day to save
collective bargaining for public union
employees.



