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Join us for a Potluck! We will gather on
Wednesday, May 20 to elect officers and
to honor HCTA staff with a potluck.

We do this every May to celebrate HCTA
staff and to thank them for hosting and
helping us throughout the year.

Contact Mary Gonzalez at 813-748-3586
or marimartezl (@gmail.com to let her
know what you can bring.

Barb Toepke, President
btoepkeS04@gmail.com
813-439-7481

Have you signed up again for Vote-by
Mail? Go to votehillsborough.gov
for Tampa and check to be sure. VBM
voters knew about the March special
election for SD 14 with a mail ballot.

HEA-R Elections

Stephen Tabin, Vice-President
stevewea@aol.com

Here is our slate of candidates for the
May 20 elections. Candidates can also
be nominated from the floor that day.
Call Stephen Tabin at 813-955-6733,
Suzy Buchanan at 205-531-8960, or
Mary Gonzalez at 813-748-3586.

President: Barb Toepke

Corresponding Secretary:
Florencine Plonta

District Director One:
George Greenlee

Membership Chair:
Jessie Finlayson

May 2026

May Birthdays
1 Gwendolyn R 19 Adis C
3 Linda Lusk 20 Myrtle G
8 Cynthia B 22 Cheryl K
8 Marlene S 23 Marie C
12 Christine M 24 Norma G
12 Lori § 28 Joan A
13 Frances R 31 Merrilyn C
17 Lavern H 31 Linda P
17 Mary Lou A 31 Gwendolyn W

Membership Chair Jessie Finlayson has
volunteered! She will send out letters to
recent CTA retirees and will gather 2-3
members to join her at two District retiree
education meetings. Thank you, Jessie!

Help Wanted: A coffee volunteer to help
Norma and Mary set up before our
meetings, coffee pot instruction provided.
We also need a greeter at the sign-in
sheets and a quorum counter.The
Program Chair contacts speakers
suggested by members and the board, and
helps plan field trips. Can you help?

ANNUAL RENEWALS! Dues are still
only $56 for the whole year, $37 for ESPs.
See the form attached to our meeting
email and send it in before August so we
can stay current with FEA-R.

Volunteer Hours with faith groups,
family, friends, and community groups
can be sent monthly to Norma Goff at

ngoff48@gmail.com. or call her at
813-431-0314.
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May S5: Central Labor Council zoom.
May 14: HCTA Rep Council.

June 2 Labor Council in person.
June 5: FLARA zoom.

We always bring treats to CTA’s last Rep
Council meeting. Call Norma to help
May 14 starting at 5:00. Barb gives our
applications to members who may have
a retiring teacher at their school.

The West Central Florida Labor Council
gathers AFL-CIO unions’ delegates once a
month to hear from elected officials,
conduct business, and share member
concerns. Join John Streater and Barb to
learn about IBEW, APWU, NALC, ATU,
UFT, IUPAT, and more. Zoom on May 5
and then visit the IBEW Hall in Tampa on
June 2 for pizza and elections.

The CLC screens local candidates based
on their background, knowledge of local
issues, and how they support working
people. Please support the endorsed
candidates by canvassing, phone
banking, texting, or donating. See the
CLC’s candidate list in June’s newsletter.

FLARA is the Florida Alliance for Retired
Americans. We are all members since we
pay dues to FEA-R, NEA-R, and AFT-R
through our HEAR membership. Join
FLARA on June 5 at 10 am via zoom to
meet a wide variety of union retirees.

May 2026

NABTU is a great suggestion for high
school graduates! The North American
Building Trades Unions has a website
with details and videos of a great variety
of occupations. They include painters,
HVAC, plumbers, steelworkers and more.
The website explains their state and union
approved apprentice programs that
provide school, a job, and a paycheck.

School Board: May 5: 4 pm meeting.
May 12: 5:30 pm Recognition meeting.
June 2: 4 pm meeting.

View meetings on Frontier 32, Spectrum
635, and live at hillsboroughschools.org.

Esther D. Burney Elementary is the
school we support with donation$ at every
meeting. Burney is a Community School
near downtown Plant City. Google it to
read their newsletters, demographics, and
school improvement plan.

Our governor just signed Florida’s version
of the national Save Act. NAACP,
FLARA, ACLU and other groups
immediately sued to protect our voting
rights. The law will not take effect until
January, but it will restrict new voter
registration by requiring a passport or a
birth certificate.Married women whose
name is different from those documents
must bring proof of name change. All
people without those documents must
purchase them.
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Stephen Tabin, Vice-President

| again remind you about what | am
doing to celebrate this year’s 250th
Birthday for America. And hope you do
the same:

Keep informed on the state level and
on the national level. Our governor is
planning on at least two special
legislative sessions of our State
Legislature: Redistricting, Property
Taxes, as well as passing our State
Budget. More may be included in
these special sessions, especially
dealing with education. As you may
know, these special sessions in the
past have not produced many positive
results for us. Again, | ask that you
watch your local and national news
and read your newspapers online or
otherwise.Check out social media but
be sure to verify.

As citizens and union members, we
need to pay attention, be strong, and
be united,And take action when
requested by our union. Thank you
for being a union member.

Note: The legislature passed and the
Governor signed a congressional
redistricting map the last week in April.
This means that local area Reps. Kathy
Castor, Laurel Lee, Anna Paulina Luna,
and Vern Buchanan all have different
district boundaries. Stay tuned!

Want to be a delegate to FEAR? See p.4.

May 2026

The Senior Connection Center has many
services and suggestions for elder care.
Call 800-96-ELDER or visit their website
at seniorconnectioncenter.org. They
receive funding from the state to provide
an Elder Helpline, Medicare Choice, Elder
Abuse Prevention, Health and Wellness
classes, and Caregiver Support.

Scam Alert! Tampa Electric sent notices
to customers about people asking for
credit card payments over the phone and
fraudulent websites. Read what to do at
TampaElectric.com/scam and at
PeoplesGas.com/scam. Check AARP’s
website at aarp.com/scam for a phone
number and ways to avoid falling victim
to the many professional scammers.

5 Calls is a free app that lists brief
summaries of many current concerns.
It’s easy to make 5 calls every day.
Sen Ashley Moody 850-590-9100.
Sen Rick Scott 813-225-7040.
Capital Switchboard 202-224-3121.
The app provides a short message

Or you can give your own reasons
and tell Congress how to improve
the lives of all Americans.

Read the latest news on Social Security
and Medicare/Medicaid at the ARA’s
website retiredamericans.org. Read
about SS history at ncpssm.org.
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Want to be a delegate to FEA-R’s CTA’s New Teacher Free Market will be
conference on September 24?7 We will August 1st. Are you willing to help when
vote for 4 people to attend the one-day CTA calls us, as in the past 3 years? It
meting in Orlando. Meet our state officers would be July 31 to sort and setup, and
and board, approve business items, hear possibly on Aug 1 to help new teachers
from FEA-R state employees, and learn find particular items for their room. Here
new membership ideas.Here is a photo is a photo from Aug 2024 with Barb,
from October 25 with Florencine, George, Juanita Young, Yvonne Lyons, and Pat
Norma and Stephen. George was elected Hall.

to represent UFF that day.




